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%HQ� SRFR� FL� q� JLXQWR� GHOOH� QXPHURVH� RSHUH� JHRJUDILFKH� VFULWWH� DOO¶LQGRPDQL� GHOOD� VSHGL]LRQH�
RULHQWDOH� GL� $OHVVDQGUR� 0DJQR�� VROR� IUDPPHQWL� R� FLWD]LRQL� LQGLUHWWH� GL� SHULSOL� H� WUDWWD]LRQL�
HWQRJUDILFKH�GL�DPSLR�UHVSLUR��(VVH�GLHGHUR�RULJLQH�D�XOWHULRUL�LQGDJLQL�FXOPLQDWH�QHL�IDPRVL�,QGLNi�GL�
0HJDVWHQH�� PD�YHQQHUR�ULSUHVH�SL��YROWH�GD�DXWRUL�VXFFHVVLYL�GHVLGHURVL��FRPH�6WUDERQH��GL�VFULYHUH�
XQ�FRPSHQGLR�JHRJUDILFR�R��FRPH�$UULDQR��GL�QDUUDUH� LQ�XQ�FRUSXV�YDULDPHQWH�DUWLFRODWR� OH�JHVWD�GL�
$OHVVDQGUR��OH�VSHGL]LRQL�GD�OXL�YROXWH�H�OH�YLFHQGH�OHJDWH�DL�VXRL�VXFFHVVRUL��2SHUH�GL�WDO�IDWWD�IXURQR�
DQFKH�YHUH�H�SURSULH�PLQLHUH�GL�LQIRUPD]LRQL�SHU�L�FRPSLODWRUL�GL�PLUDELOLD�R�SHU�JOL�VWXGLRVL�GL�DQLPDOL�
H YHJHWDOL�HVRWLFL��

6WUDERQH�FRQVHUYD�XQ�IUDPPHQWR�GL�XQR�GL�TXHVWL�SHULSOL�PHQR�FRQRVFLXWL��PHVVL�LQ�RPEUD�GDOOD�
SXEEOLFD]LRQH� GHL� GLDUL� GL� ERUGR� GL� 1HDUFR�� O¶DPPLUDJOLR� GHOOD� IORWWD� PDFHGRQH�� 6L� WUDWWD� GL� XQD�
FLWD]LRQH� LQGLUHWWD� GL� $QGURVWHQH� GL� 7DVR� .DT�SHU�NDj�
$QGURVT|QK�O|JHLQ�IKVj �VRWW� 
(UDWRVWHQH) W·Q�4�VLRQ��W·Q�NDj�1H�UF-�VXPSOH¼VDQWD�NDj�NDT
�DºW´Q4 �;9,� ��� ���� 6WUDERQH�
IRUQLVFH�WUH�LQIRUPD]LRQL�SUH]LRVH�VXOOD�YLWD�GL�TXHVWR�VFULWWRUH�SRFR�QRWR��LQ�SULPR�OXRJR�O¶RULJLQH��OD�
FLWWj�GL�7DVR�� LQ�VHFRQGR�OXRJR�FKH�FRPSu� LO�SHULSOR�GDOO¶,QGLD�ILQR�DOOH�IRFL�GHO�7LJUL�H�GHOO¶(XIUDWH�
VXOOD�IORWWD�GL�1HDUFR��H�LQ�WHU]R�FKH�QDYLJz�DQFKH�SHU�FRQWR�SURSULR�� &RQIHUPD�GL�TXDQWR�DVVHULWR��OD�
WURYLDPR� QHOO¶,QGLNp� H� QHOO¶$QDEDVL� GL� $UULDQR�� ,Q� ,QG�� ���� �� QHOO¶HOHQFR� GHL� WULHUDUFKL� GHOOD� IORWWD 

1 Sul valore dell’opera di Megastene cfr. B. BRELOER, Megasthenes (etwa 300 v. Chr.) über die indische 
Gesellschaft, Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft 13 (1934), pp. 130-164; ID., Megasthenes 
über die indische Stadtverwaltung, Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft 14 (1935), pp. 40-
67; ID., Drei unbenannte Megasthenesfragmente über die pravrajyá, Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenländischen 
Gesellschaft 18 (1939), pp. 254-293; T. S. BROWN, The Reliability of Megasthenes, American Journal of 
Philology 76 (1955), pp. 18-33; ID., The Merits and Weakness of Megasthenes, Phoenix 11 (1957), pp. 12-24; A. 
ZAMBRINI, Gli Indiká di Megastene, Annali della Scuola Normale Superiore di Pisa 12 (1982), pp. 71-149 e ID., 
Gli Indiká di Megastene. II, Annali della scuola Normale Superiore di Pisa 15 (1985), pp. 781-853, destituisce di 
valore storico gli Indiká di Megastene, che non presenterebbero una vera indagine etnografica, ma piuttosto la 
descrizione di un modello utopico di Stato. Per una rivalutazione di Megastene vedi però il ricente contributo di 
G. BESSO MUSSINO, Il ‘‘miraggio indiano’’ tra Oriente e Occidente: prospettive su Megastene, in M. SORDI (a c. 
di), Studi sull’Europa antica, Alessandria 2000, pp. 111-121. 
2 O. MURRAY, Herodotus and Hellenistic Culture, Classical Quarterly 22 (1972), pp. 200-213. 
3 Il tramite, per dichiarazione dello stesso Strabone e Eratostene. 
4 Per Strabone, in assenza di un’edizione critica recente del XVI libro, mi sono avvalso del testo di H.L. JONES 
(ed.), The Geography of Strabo, VII, London - Cambridge (Massachusetts) 1961, confrontandolo, ove necessario, 
con quello di A. MEINEKE (ed.), Strabonis Geographica, III, Leipzig 1925 (ed. anast.). Per la tradizione 
manoscritta vedi anche A. DILLER, The Textual Tradition of Strabo’s Geography, Amsterdam 1975. 
5 H. BERGER, Androsthenes (
$QGURVT|QKM), RE, I, coll. 2172-2173. 
6 
(N�G��
$PILS´OHZM�¥JRQ�RhGH��1|DUFRM�
$QGURWgPRX��¸M�W���PIj�WÛ�SDU�SO-��Q|JUD\H��NDj�/DRP|GZQ�
/DUgFRX��NDj�
$QGURVT|QKM�.DOOLVWU�WRX. L’edizione di riferimento è P. CHANTRAINE (ed.), Arrien. L’Inde,
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PDFHGRQH��H�SUHFLVDPHQWH�IUD�TXHOOL�SURYHQLHQWL�GD�$QILSROL��$UULDQR� LQVHULVFH�XQ�$QGURVWHQH�ILJOLR�
GL�&DOOLVWUDWR��7UDWWDQGRVL�GHOO¶XQLFR�$QGURVWHQH�GHOO¶HOHQFR�� VL�GHYH�FRQFOXGHUH�FKH� OD�SURYHQLHQ]D�
LQGLFDWD�GD�$UULDQR��$QILSROL��q�VROR�LQ�FRQWUDVWR�DSSDUHQWH�FRQ�OD�QRWL]LD�GL�6WUDERQH�FLUFD�OD�QDVFLWD�D�
7DVR�� 6LD�SHUFKp�QRQ�q�DIIDWWR� LQVROLWR�FKH�XQ�DELWDQWH�GL�7DVR�PLOLWDVVH�DG�$QILSROL�� VLD�SHUFKp� OR�
VWHVVR� 1HDUFR�� FKH� SXUH� HUD� &UHWHVH�� YLHQH� DQQRYHUDWR� VHPSUH� LQ� ,QG�� ���� �� FRPH� SURYHQLHQWH� GD�
$QILSROL��,�PRGHUQL���KDQQR�WURYDWR�XQD�VHPSOLFH�VSLHJD]LRQH��$QGURVWHQH��FRPH�1HDUFR���RULJLQDULR�
GL�7DVR�� JLXQVH� LQ�0DFHGRQLD� FRPH� VROGDWR�GL� YHQWXUD�� SHU�RWWHQHUH�SRL�� IDWWD� FDUULHUD�� LO� SUHPLR�GL�
DOFXQL� SRVVHGLPHQWL� DG�$QILSROL��4XHVWD� LSRWHVL�� SXU� UHVWDQGR� WDOH�� QRQ� VHPEUD�SULYD�GL� LQWHUHVVDQWL�
VXJJHVWLRQL� YLVWR� FKH� VXSHUD� XQD� FRQWUDGGL]LRQH� DOWULPHQWL� LQVDQDELOH� QRQ� WDQWR� SHU� OD� ELRJUDILD� GL�
$QGURVWHQH��PD�SHU�TXHOOD�GHOOR�VWHVVR�1HDUFR��

$QFKH� O¶LQIRUPD]LRQH� GL� 6WUDERQH� D� SURSRVLWR� GL� XQD� VSHGL]LRQH� JXLGDWD� GDO� VROR� $QGURVWHQH�
WURYD�FRQIHUPD�LQ�$QDE��9,,��������GRYH�$UULDQR��OD�FXL�IRQWH�q�IRUVH�$ULVWREXOR��� HQXPHUD�L�GLYHUVL�
WHQWDWLYL�GL�HVSORUDUH�OD�SHQLVROD�DUDELFD��'RSR�$UFKLD��� FKH�FRQ�XQD�QDYH�GD�WUHQWD�UHPDWRUL�JLXQVH�
VROR�ILQR�DOO¶LVROD�GL�7LOR��RGLHUQD�%DKUHLQ��� SUHVVR�OH�IRFL�GHOO¶(XIUDWH��H�SULPD�GL�,HURQH�GL�6ROL��FKH�
VL�VSLQVH�SL��LQ�Oj�GL�WXWWL�QHOOD�FLUFXPQDYLJD]LRQH�GHOO¶$UDELD��

$QGURVT|QKM��G���[¿Q���OO9��WULDNRQW´U-��VWDOHjM��NDj��W£M��FHUURQ�VRX��WL��WÐQ��
$U�EZQ��
SDU|SOHXVH14 ($QDE. 9,,���������� 'HOOH�WUH�VSHGL]LRQL���DYYHQXWH�SHU�YRORQWj�GHO�0DFHGRQH�QHO�������

Paris 1927, 19683.

7 L’esatto e sobrio elenco degli ufficiali imbarcati rivela che la fonte era ben informata anche sui dettagli che 
concernevano la spedizione, ma che non si perdeva in vane considerazioni sull’esitazione di Alessandro, come 
farà Nearco nel cap. 20. Queste caratteristiche si attaglierebbero sia a Tolomeo sia ad Aristobulo, L’incipit del 
cap. 20, suscitando l’impressione che il racconto tratto dal periplo dell’ammiraglio cominci da lì, esclude che i 
capitoli precedenti (18 e 19) possano essere attribuiti a Nearco. Ind. 19, 1-3 narra che in base alla disposizione 
delle truppe di Alessandro, Cratero ed Efestione costeggiavano il fiume Idaspe come avanguardie della flotta, 
sulla quale si trovava Alessandro con gli arcieri, gli ipaspisti e gli eteri, cioè in tutto ottomila uomini. Cratero 
conduceva con sé una parte dell’esercito, mentre Efestione aveva nella sua ala ben duecento elefanti. Le stesse 
notizie sono conservate anche in Anab. VI 2, 2, la cui fonte è con ogni probabilità Tolomeo, esplicitamente citato 
in Anab. VI 2, 4. Quest’ultimo sembrerebbe quindi essere la fonte di Ind., 18-19. Cfr. C. DOGNINI, L’«Indiké» di 
Arriano. Commento storico, Alessandria 2000, pp. 23-25 e 116-126. 
8 Che in ogni caso trova conferma in MARIAN. Epit. Per. Mar. Int. 2: «
$QGURVT|QKM�²�4�VLRM».

9 E. BADIAN, Nearchus the Cretan, Yale Classical Studies 24 (1975), pp. 147-170. 
10 L. PEARSON, The Lost Histories of Alexander the Great, New York - Oxford 1960, p. 114. 
11 O. STEIN, Tylos 2), RE, VIIa, 2-I, coll. 1732-1733. 
12 Figlio di Anassidoto era un trieraca 3HOODmRM menzionato fra l’altro in Ind. 18, 3, con ogni probabilità grande 
amico di Nearco. Cfr. W. HECKEL, The Marshals of Alexander’s Empire, London - New York 1992, p. 231. 
13 J. SEIBERT, Die Eroberung des Perserreiches durch Alexander den Großen, Wiesbaden 1985, p. 188. 
14 Edizione di riferimento A.G. ROOS - G. WIRTH (edd.), Flavii Arriani Quae exstant omnia, I, Leipzig 1967. 
15 Dall’Anab. VII 20, 1-8 risulta che Alessandro, venuto a sapere che gli Arabi veneravano solo due dei, Urano e 
Dioniso, decise di essere considerato dagli Arabi come terza divinità. Attirato anche dalla prosperità della regione 
che produceva nardo, mirra, incenso, cassia e cannella, accarezzò l’idea di annettere anche l’Arabia al suo vasto 
impero. Inviò quindi in rapida successione queste tre esplorazioni che non diedero però grandi risultati visto che 
non completarono neppure la circumnavigazione della penisola. Le conclusioni di Arriano sull’impossibilità di 
oltrepassare il promontorio visto da Nearco e navigare nel Golfo Arabico (l’attuale Mar Rosso) sono ovviamente 
smentite sin dall’antichità: già all’epoca dei Tolomei l’esplorazione del Mar Rosso era stata completata ed erano 
stati avviati dei fruttuosi commerci sulla rotta per l’India. Cfr. il del Periplus Maris Erythraei e di Plin. Nat. hist. 
VI 104-105. Cfr. B.A. SALETORE, India’s Diplomatic Relations with the West, Bombay 1958, pp. 215-226; R.C. 



Androstene di Taso e il Periplo dell’India�

D�&�� �� OD SULPD�� TXHOOD� GL� $UFKLD�� VL� ULYHOz� EUHYLVVLPD�� SRLFKp� VL� DUUHVWz� D� SRFD� GLVWDQ]D� GDOOH� IRFL�
GHOO¶(XIUDWH��PHQWUH�OD�VHFRQGD��TXHOOD�FRPDQGDWD�GD�$QGURVWHQH��SHUFRUVH�XQ�EXRQ�WUDWWR�GHOOD�FRVWD�
DUDELFD��3UHVXPLELOPHQWH�GXUDQWH�OD�QDYLJD]LRQH�IHFH�VRVWD�SUHVVR�O¶LVROD�GL�7LOR���GRYH�VL�HUD�DUUHVWDWD�
O¶HVSORUD]LRQH�GL�$UFKLD��7+(23+5� 'H�FDXV��SODQW��,,������IRUQLVFH�XQD�GHVFUL]LRQH�GHOOD�YHJHWD]LRQH�
GHOO¶LVROD�VXOOD�VFRUWD�GHOOD�WHVWLPRQLDQ]D�GL�$QGURVWHQH���
(C?2�~OHJHQ�
$QGURVT|QKM�ºS�U�WÐQ�{Q�7¼O-�W¯�Q�V-�W¯�SHUj�W Q�
(UXTU�Q�4�ODWWDQ17). 

6HFRQGR�$7+� 'HLSQ�� ,,,�����$QGURVWHQH�VFULVVH�XQ 3DU�SORXM�W£M�
,QGLN£M ()*U+LVW. 71118), 
PD� VRQR� VWDWH� IRUVH� OH� LQIRUPD]LRQL� VXOO¶LVROD� GL� 7LOR� H� TXHOOH� �FRPH� YHGUHPR�� VXOOD� FRVWD� GHOOD�
&DUPDQLD��LQ�675$%� ;9,�������FKH�KDQQR�IDWWR�VXSSRUUH�DOOR�-DFRE\�FKH�$QGURVWHQH�DYHVVH�VFULWWR�XQ�
DOWUR�SHULSOR�EDVDWR�VXO�VXR�VHFRQGR�YLDJJLR�SHU�PDUH��OR�-DFRE\��LQIDWWL��DVVHJQD�L�IUDPPHQWL���H���VX�
7LOR�H�VXOOD�&DUPDQLD�DOOD�VH]LRQH�RKQH�%XFKWLWHO� LQYHFH�FKH�D�TXHOOD�GHO 3DU�SORXM�W£M�
,QGLN£M.
4XHVWR� GLVFRUVR� SXz� YDOHUH� IRUVH� SHU� O¶LVROD� GL� 7LOR�� YLVLWDWD� SUREDELOPHQWH� GXUDQWH� OD� VSHGL]LRQH�
DUDELFD��PD�q�GHO�WXWWR�OHFLWR�VXSSRUUH�FKH�QHO 3DU�SORXM�W£M�
,QGLN£M $QGURVWHQH�DEELD�PHQ]LRQDWR�
OD� FRVWD� GHOOD� &DUPDQLD�� OXQJR� OD� TXDOH� OD� IORWWD� GL� 1HDUFR� DYHYD� QDYLJDWR� SHU� PROWL� JLRUQL�� FRPH�
WHVWLPRQLD�LO�GLDULR�GL�ERUGR�GHOO¶DPPLUDJOLR��LQ�$55� ,QG����������

0D� YHQLDPR� DO� FRQWHQXWR� GHO 3DU�SORXM�W£M�
,QGLN£M. /¶XQLFR� IUDPPHQWR� FHUWR� q� TXHOOR�
ULSRUWDWR�GD�$7+� 'HLSQ��,,,����F�G�VXOOH�RVWULFKH�SHUOLIHUH��� 'RSR�XQ�SDVVR�GL�7HRIUDVWR�VXO�PHGHVLPR�
DUJRPHQWR��$WHQHR� LQWURGXFH�XQ�EUHYH�H[FXUVXV� WUDWWR�GDO 3DU�SORXM�W£M�
,QGLN£M di Androstene, 
sulle numerose varietà dei molluschi indiani e, in particolare, sul berberi (E|UEHUL), WHUPLQH�FRQ�FXL��
VHFRQGR� $QGURVWHQH�� JOL� ,QGLDQL� FKLDPDQR� OD� PDGUHSHUOD��� 3ULPD� $QGURVWHQH� GHVFULYH� OD� IRUPD�
GHOO¶RVWULFD�H�OD�FRQVLVWHQ]D�GHOOH�YDOYH��SRL�SDUDJRQD�OD�SHUOD�DOO¶RUR�VLD�SHU�LO�YDORUH��VLD��LQ�FHUWL�FDVL��
SHU� LO�FRORUH�FKH� WDOYROWD�q�VLPLOH�DOO¶RUR�� WDOYROWD�DOO¶DUJHQWR��H� WDODOWUD�q�SHUIHWWDPHQWH�ELDQFR��1RQ�
GHYH� VWXSLUH� FKH� $WHQHR� DEELD� GDWR� ULOHYDQ]D� D� TXHVWR� SDVVR�� LO� FRPPHUFLR� GHOOH� SHUOH� LQGLDQH� �LQ�
VDQVFULWR� PXNWi� QHO� PRQGR� FODVVLFR� HUD� LQIDWWL� GL� SULPDULD� LPSRUWDQ]D��� H OH� VXH� RULJLQL� VRQR�
DGGLULWWXUD�QRELOLWDWH�GDO�PLWR�GHOO¶(UDFOH�LQGLDQR�D�FXL�YLHQH�DWWULEXLWD�OD�³VFRSHUWD´�GHOOH�SHUOH�H�GHO 
MAJUMDAR, The Classical Accounts of India, Calcutta 1960, pp. 474-483. 
16

 H. BERVE, Das Alexanderreich auf prosopographischer Grundlage, II, München 1926, p. 40. 
17 B. EINARSON - G.K.K. LINK (edd.), Theophrastus. De causis plantarum, I, London - Cambridge 
(Massachusetts) 1976, confrontata con F. WIMMER (ed.), Theophrasti Eresii Opera quae supersunt omnia, II, 
Leipzig 1854. 
18 F. JACOBY, Die Fragmente der griechischen Historiker, Leiden 1958. 
19 W. TOMASCHEK, Topographische Erläuterung der Küstenfahrt Nearchs vom Indus bis zum Euphrat,
Sitzungsberichte der Kaiserlichen Akademie der Wissenschaften in Wien 121, 8 (1890), pp. 1-88. 
20

 ATH. Deipn. III 93 b-c:  


$QGURVT|QKM�G
�{Q�WÛ�W£M�
,QGLN£M�3DU�SO-�JU�IHL�R½WZM��‘‘7ÐQ�G��VWU´PEZQ�NDj�FRLUgQZQ�NDj�WÐQ�ORL
SÐQ�NRJFXOgZQ�SRLNgODL�De�fG|DL�NDj�SRO¿�GL�IRURL�WÐQ�SDU
��PmQ��JgQRQWDL�G��SRUI¼UDL�WH�NDj�³VWU|Z
Q SRO¿�SO£TRM�WÐQ�ORLSÐQ���Q�G��iGLRQ�¸�NDORÂVLQ�{NHmQRL�E|UEHUL��{[�RÃ���PDUJDUmWLM�OgTRM�JgQHWDL��$½
WK�G
�{VWj�SROXWHO M�NDW��W Q�
$VgDQ�NDj�SZOHmWDL�SHUj�3|UVDM�WH�NDj�WR¿M��QZ�W´SRXM�SU·M�FUXVgRQ��

(VWj�G
���P�Q�WRÂ�³VWU|RX�¶\LM�SDUDSOKVgD�WÛ�NWHQg��R»�GL|JOXSWDL�G���OO��OHmRQ�W·�¶VWUDNRQ�~FHL�ND
j GDV¼��R»G��ÒWD�~FHL�G¼R�ËVSHU�²�NWHjM��OO��}Q��C+�G��OgTRM�JgQHWDL�{Q�W¯�VDUNj�WRÂ�³VWU|RX��ËVSHU�{
Q WRmM�VXHgRLM���F�OD]D��NDj�{VWLQ�¡�P�Q�FUXVRHLG M�VI´GUD��ËVWH�P ��YGgZM�GLDJQÐQDL�µWDQ�SDUDWHT¯
�SDU��W·�FUXVgRQ��¡�G���UJXURHLG�M��¡�G��WHO|ZM�OHXN���²PRgD�WRmM�³ITDOPRmM�WÐQ�fFT¼ZQ’’. 
Edizione di riferimento G. KAIBEL (ed.), Athenaei Naucratitae Dipnosophistarum libri XV, I, Stuttgard 1961 (ed. 
stereot.). 
21 Non ho trovato conferma in tal senso nei lessici sanscriti. 
22

 STRAB. XV 1, 67; CURT. VIII 9, 19; PLIN. Nat. hist. VI 110. 
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ORUR� PHWRGR� GL� UDFFROWD��� $QFKH� TXDQGR�� GRSR� $OHVVDQGUR�� VL� FRPLQFLDURQR� D� LPSRUWDUH� SHUOH� GDO�
*ROIR�3HUVLFR�H�GDO�0DU�5RVVR��TXHOOH�LQGLDQH�HUDQR�FRPXQTXH�ULWHQXWH�OH�SL��SUHJLDWH��� LO�ORUR�YDORUH�
LQIDWWL� HUD� VXSHULRUH� D� TXHOOR� GL� WXWWH� OH� SLHWUH� SUH]LRVH�� VDOYR� LO� GLDPDQWH��� 7XWWDYLD� LO� SDVVR� GL�
$QGURVWHQH�� FKH� SXUH� �� RFFRUUH� ULFRUGDUOR� �� HUD� XQ� XIILFLDOH� GL� PDULQD�� VHPEUD� WUDVFXUDUH� O¶DVSHWWR�
FRPPHUFLDOH�H�QRQ�PHQ]LRQD�QHSSXUH�L�SRUWL�LQGLDQL�GD�FXL�VDOSDYDQR�OH�QDYL�GLUHWWH�YHUVR�2FFLGHQWH�
FRQ� FDULFKL� GL� SHUOH� H� GL� DOWUH� PHUFL� GL� OXVVR�� ,O� IUDPPHQWR� GHO�3DU�SORXM�W£M�
,QGLN£M ULJXDUGD�
HVVHQ]LDOPHQWH�OD�GHVFUL]LRQH�GHOOH�SHUOH�H�OD�SUHFLVD]LRQH�VXO�ORUR�YDORUH��LO�FKH�KD�IDWWR�VXSSRUUH�����D�
UDJLRQH���FKH�$WHQHR�QRQ�VWLD�FLWDQGR�GLUHWWDPHQWH�LO�SDVVR��PD�OR�DEELD�WUDWWR�GD�XQ�OHVVLFR�VRWWR�OD 
YRFH ¶VWUHRQ.

&LWD]LRQH�LQGLUHWWD�q�SXUH�TXHOOD�GL�675$%� ;9,��������FKH��FRPH�DIIHUPD�OXL�VWHVVR��WUDH�OH�VXH�
LQIRUPD]LRQL�GD�(UDWRVWHQH��/¶DUJRPHQWR�q�OD�GHVFUL]LRQH�VRPPDULD�GHOOD�QDYLJD]LRQH�OXQJR�OD�FRVWD�
GDOOD� &DUPDQLD� YHUVR� O¶$UDELD�� 'RSR� DYHU� DFFHQQDWR� EUHYHPHQWH� DOO¶HVSHULHQ]D� GL� $QGURVWHQH��
LPEDUFDWR�VXOOD� IORWWD�GL�1HDUFR�H� LQ� VHJXLWR�FRPDQGDQWH�GL�XQD�VXD�VSHGL]LRQH��6WUDERQH�FRQIURQWD�
O¶DPSLH]]D�GHO�*ROIR�3HUVLFR� H�GHO�3RQWR�(XVLQR�� ULSRUWD�SRL� OD� URWWD�GD�7HUHGRQ���YHUVR�2FFLGHQWH�
ILQR�DOO¶LVROD�,FDUR��� FRO�WHPSLR�GL�$SROOR�H�O¶RUDFROR�GL�7DXURSROR��H�TXLQGL��GRSR�XQ�YLDJJLR�GL������
VWDGL�OXQJR�OD�FRVWD�DUDED��ILQR�DOOD�FLWWj�GL�*HUUD��GRYH�JOL�DELWDQWL���&DOGHL�SURYHQLHQWL�GD�%DELORQLD���
YLYRQR� LQ�FDVH�GL� VDOH�H�FRPPHUFLDQR�FRQ�JOL�$UDEL��� ,Q�TXHVWR�FDVR�QRQ�YLHQH� IDWWD�PHQ]LRQH�GHO�
WLWROR� GHOO¶RSHUD�� H� OR� -DFRE\� KD� VXSSRVWR� FKH� QRQ� VL� WUDWWDVVH� GL� XQ� IUDPPHQWR� GHO 
3DU�SORXM�W£M�
,QGLN£M PD� GL� XQ¶DOWUR� SHULSOR� GL� FXL� QRQ� FL� q� SHUYHQXWR� LO� WLWROR�� 7XWWDYLD�� VH� VL�
FRQVLGHUD�FKH�LO�FRVLGGHWWR�SHULSOR�GHOO¶,QGLD�SUHVH�OH�PRVVH�GDOOH�IRFL�GHOO¶,QGR�YHUVR�2FFLGHQWH��PL�
VHPEUD�FKH��D�YROHU�VRWWLOL]]DUH��LO�WLWROR�QRQ�UHQGD�FRPXQTXH�JLXVWL]LD�DO�YLDJJLR�HIIHWWLYR��/D�IORWWD�GL�
1HDUFR�FRVWHJJLz�LQIDWWL�VROR�OD�SURSDJJLQH�SL��RFFLGHQWDOH�GHOOD�FRVWD�LQGLDQD��FRPSLHQGR�OD�PDJJLRU 
23

 ARR. Ind. 8 8-13. Cfr. G. WIRTH - O. VON HINÜBER, Der Alexanderzug. Indische Geschichte, München - Zürich 
1985, pp. 1110-1111. 
24 K. KARTTUNEN, India and the Hellenistic World, Helsinki 1997, pp. 245-246. 
25

 PLIN. Nat. hist. XXXVII 62. 
26 G. ZECCHINI, La cultura storica di Ateneo, Milano 1989, p. 189. L’ipotesi è confortata dal fatto che la citazione 
successiva (ATH. Deipin. III 93 c-d), da Isidoro di Charax, è basata sul medesimo argomento e ha lo stesso tipo di 
impostazione. 
27�7·�G
�{QWHÂTHQ�z[£M�{Sj�W·�VW´PD�S�OLQ��OORL�WRVRÂWRL��NDT�SHU�NDj�
$QGURVT|QK�O|JHLQ�IKVj�W·Q�4�
VLRQ��W·Q�NDj�1H�UF-�VXPSOH¼VDQWD�NDj�NDT
�DºW´Q���ËVWH�G£ORQ��N�WR¼WZQ�HoQDL��GL´WL�PLNU·Q��SROHg
SHWDL�WÛ�PHJ|THL�W£M�NDW��W·Q�(¾[HLQRQ�TDO�WWKM�D½WK���T�ODWWD��O|JHLQ�G|�IKVLQ�{NHmQRQ�SHULSHSOHX
N´WD�VW´O-�W·Q�N´OSRQ��µWL��S·�7HUKG´QRM�z[£M�{Q�GH[L��~FRQWL�W Q��SHLURQ�²�SDU�SORXM�~FHL�SURNHLP|
QKQ�Q£VRQ�
�,NDURQ��NDj�eHU·Q�
$S´OOZQRM��JLRQ�{Q�D»W¯�NDj�PDQWHmRQ�7DXURS´ORQ.

28
 PLIN. Nat. hist. VI 145 sostiene che viaggiando per mare dal regno partico si giunge al villaggio di Teredon 

posto fra la foce del Tigri e quella dell’Eufrate (E Parthico autem regno navigantibus vicus Teredon infra 
confluentem Euphratis et Tigris). L’accostamento di Teredon alla foce dell’Eufrate tanto in Plinio quanto in 
Strabone ha fatto supporre che Teredon fosse il villaggio di Diridoti, citato da ARR. Ind. 41 6-7. Cfr. W. 
TOMASCHEK, Topographische Erläuterung, p. 79. 
29 Alessandro Magno in persona - lo sappiamo da Aristobulo (ARR. Anab. VII 20, 5) - diede questo nome a 
un’isoletta alla foce dell’Eufrate, sulla quale sorgeva un tempio dedicato ad Artemide. Strabone menziona sì un 
tempio di Apollo ma ricorda anche la presenza di un oracolo forse consacrato ad Artemide. 
30 L’introduzione, da parte dello Jacoby, di marcate differenze tipografiche per il passo sugli abitanti di Gerra 
indica che per l’insigne studioso quest’ultima sezione non proveniva da Androstene. Tuttavia non potendo 
ravvisare un vero e proprio iato fra le due parti ritengo più opportuno attribuire al nostro autore anche la seconda. 
Non si dimentichi infatti che nella spedizione verso l’Arabia Androstene aveva - seppur parzialmente - 
costeggiato la penisola. 
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SDUWH� GHOOD� QDYLJD]LRQH� OXQJR� SDHVL� FKH� HUDQR� Vu� RULHQWDOL�� PD� QRQ� FHUWR� LQGLDQL�� 6H� GXQTXH� LO�
ULIHULPHQWR� DOO¶,QGLD� QHO� WLWROR� q� GD� LQWHQGHUVL� LQ� VHQVR� ODWR�� QRQ� YHGR� UDJLRQH� GL� HVFOXGHUH� GDO 
3DU�SORXM�W£M�
,QGLN£M LO� IUDPPHQWR� ULSRUWDWR� GD� 675$%� ;9,� ��� �� VXOOD� &DUPDQLD�� UHJLRQH�
FRVWHJJLDWD�GDOOD�IORWWD�GL�1HDUFR��

6HJXH�LQILQH�XQ�IUDPPHQWR��FRQVHUYDWR�GD�7+(23+5� 'H�FDXV��SODQW��,,�������VXOO¶LUULJD]LRQH�GHL�
FDPSL�QHOO¶LVROD�GL�7LOR��� $QGURVWHQH��FKH�YLVLWz� O¶LVROD�GXUDQWH� OD� VXD�VSHGL]LRQH�DUDELFD�� UDFFRQWz�
FKH� JOL� DELWDQWL� SUHIHULYDQR� LUULJDUH� L� FDPSL� FRQ� O¶DFTXD� VDOPDVWUD� GHOOH� ORUR� VRUJHQWL� SLXWWRVWR� FKH�
VHUYLUVL� GHOO¶DFTXD� SLRYDQD�� GHOOD� TXDOH� GLIILGDYDQR� D� WDO� SXQWR� GD� ³ODYDUH´� L� FDPSL� FRQ� O¶DFTXD�
VDOPDVWUD� GRSR� RJQL� SLRJJLD��� $QFRUD� XQD� YROWD� VL� WDFH� LO� WLWROR� GHOO¶RSHUD�� PD� SURSHQGR� DQFKH� LQ 
TXHVWR�FDVR�SHU�DVVHJQDUH�WXWWL�L�IUDPPHQWL�DO�3DU�SORXM�W£M�
,QGLN£M��, LQ�SULPR�OXRJR�SHUFKp�QRQ 
DEELDPR�QRWL]LH�GL�DOWUH�RSHUH�VFULWWH�GD�$QGURVWHQH�H�LQ�VHFRQGR�OXRJR�SHUFKp�HJOL�FRPSu�HQWUDPEL�L�
YLDJJL�SUHYDOHQWHPHQWH�QHO�*ROIR�3HUVLFR��H�QRQ�VL�YHGH�XQ�EXRQ�PRWLYR�SHU�FRQVLGHUDUQH�VROR�XQR 
FRPH�PDWHULD�GHO 3DU�SORXM�W£M�
,QGLN£M.

6HPSUH�DG�$QGURVWHQH�GL�7DVR�OR�-DFRE\�DWWULEXLVFH�GXH�SDVVL��7+(23+5� +LVW��SODQW��,9��������H�
9 ��� ��� LQ� FXL� VL� SDUOD� GHOOD� IORUD� GHOO¶LVROD� GL� 7LOR�� ,O� SULPR� GL� TXHVWL�� SUHVHQWDWR� �7+(23+5� +LVW��
SODQW�� ,9� ��� ��� FRPH� XQD� WHVWLPRQLDQ]D� GHOO¶HSRFD� LQ� FXL� WRUQz� GDOO¶,QGLD� OD� IORWWD� LQYLDWD� GD 
$OHVVDQGUR (2e�G���µWH��Q�SORXM�¥Q�WÐQ�{[�
,QGÐQ��SRVWDO|QWZQ�ºS·�
$OH[�QGURX), VL�FRQFOXGH�
�SDU�����FRQ�XQ¶RVVHUYD]LRQH�FLUFD�OH�SLRJJH�SUHVVRFFKp�LGHQWLFD�D�TXHOOD�GL�7+(23+5� 'H�FDXV��SODQW��
,,������ 
C�8GZU�G��R»U�QLRQ�JgQHVTDL�P|Q��R»�P Q�FU£VTDg�JH�SU·M�WR¿M�NDUSR¼M���OO
�HoQDL�NU�QDM�{Q�
W¯�Q�V-�SROO�M���I
�ÑQ�S�QWD�EU|FHLQ��¸�NDj�VXPI|UHLQ�P�OORQ�WÛ�VgW-�NDj�WRmM�G|QGUHVL��GL
· NDj�µWDQ�½V9��WRÂWR�{SDIL|QDL�NDTDSHUHj�NDWDSO¼QRQWDM�{NHmQR �,9���������

6HEEHQH�O¶LVROD GL�7LOR�VLD�VWDWD�YLVLWDWD�DQFKH�GD�$UFKLD��� LO�FRPDQGDQWH�GHOOD�SULPD�VSHGL]LRQH�
DUDELFD�GL�$OHVVDQGUR�GHO���������D�&���FKH�PROWR�SUREDELOPHQWH�QDUUz�LO�VXR�YLDJJLR�H�O¶HVSORUD]LRQH�
GHOO¶LVROD� QHO� VXR� GLDULR� GL� ERUGR��� GD� XQ� ODWR� QRQ� FL� q� SHUYHQXWD� QHVVXQD� QRWL]LD� FLUFD� OD�
SXEEOLFD]LRQH�GL� WDOH�GLDULR��H�GDOO¶DOWUR�VDSSLDPR�FRQ�FHUWH]]D�FKH�$QGURVWHQH�PHQ]LRQz�7LOR�QHOOD�
VXD�RSHUD��7+(23+5� 'H�FDXV��SODQW��,,�������H�FKH�XQR�GHL�GXH�SDVVL�DGHVSRWL�VL�FRQFOXGH�FRQ�OD�VWHVVD�
QRWD]LRQH� VXOO¶LUULJD]LRQH� GHL� FDPSL� D� 7LOR�� FKH� $QGURVWHQH� DOWUHWWDQWR� FHUWDPHQWH� IHFH�� 5LWHQJR�
SHUWDQWR�FKH�OR�-DFRE\�DEELD�UDJLRQH�DG�DVVHJQDUH�DG�$QGURVWHQH�JOL�DOWUL�SDVVL�GL�7HRIUDVWR�VX�7LOH���

$L�IUDPPHQWL�LQGLYLGXDWL�GDOOR�-DFRE\�VL�SRVVRQR�SHUz�DJJLXQJHUH�GHL�SDVVL�GL�3OLQLR�LO�9HFFKLR,

31
 THEOPHR. De caus. plant. II 5, 5: 
(f�G���OKT�M�¸�~OHJHQ�
$QGURVT|QKM�ºS�U�WÐQ�{Q�7¼O-�W¯�Q�V-�W¯�SHUj�W Q�
(UXTU�Q�4�ODWWDQ��µWL�W��
QDPDWLDmD�P�OORQ�VXPI|UHL�WÐQ�R»UDQgZQ���OXN��¶QWD��NDj�WRmM�G|QGURLM�NDj�S�VL�WRmM��OORLM��GL·�NDj
�µWDQ�½V9��WR¼WRLM��SREU|FHLQ��DfWL�VDLW
��Q�WLM�W Q�VXQ�THLDQ��W·�J�U�~TRM�ËVSHU�I¼VLM�J|JRQHQ��6XPE
DgQHL�G��W��P�Q�R»U�QLD�VS�QLD�JgQHVTDL��WR¼WRLM�G
�{NWU|IHVTDL�NDj�W��G|QGUD�NDj�W·Q�VmWRQ�NDj�W�OO
D��GL·�NDj�S�VDQ�ËUDQ�VSHgURXVLQ��7DÂWD�P�Q�RÄQ�ÈM�{[�ºSRT|VHZM�HfU�VTZ.
32 In merito vedi H. BRETZL, Die botanish Forschungen des Alexanderzuges, Leipzig 1903, pp. 116-120. 
33 O. STEIN, Tylos 2), RE, VIIa, 2-I, coll. 1732-1733 
34 Edizione di S. AMIGUE (ed.), Théophraste. Recherches sur les plantes, II, Paris 1989. 
35

 ARR. Anab. VII 20, 7. 
36

 H. BERVE, Das Alexanderreich, II, p. 86. 
37 Vedi anche O. STEIN, Tylos 2), RE, VIIa, 2-I, coll. 1732-1733. In opposizione a H. BRETZL, Die botanish 
Forschungen, p. 23, che assegna la descrizione delle mangrovie di THEOPHR. Hist. plant. IV 7, 3-6 al diario di 
bordo di Nearco, L. PEARSON, The Lost Histories, p. 142 propone di riconoscere in Androstene di Taso la 
possibile fonte di questo passo teofrasteo. 



&ULVWLDQR�'RJQLQL�

LQ�FXL��D�PLR�DYYLVR��O¶DXWRUH�GHOOD�1DWXUDOLV�KLVWRULD�VL�q�VHUYLWR��VLD�SXUH�LQGLUHWWDPHQWH��3OLQLR�FLWD�
*LXED�LQ�;,,������GL�$QGURVWHQH�GL�7DVR��(VVL�SUHVHQWDQR�LQIDWWL�GHOOH�QRWL]LH�VXOO¶LVROD�GL�7LOR�DIIDWWR�
VLPLOL� D� TXHOOH� ULSRUWDWH� GD� 7HRIUDVWR�� FKH� �� FRPH� VL� q� GHWWR� SRF¶DQ]L� �� OH� DYHYD� WUDWWH 
GDO�3DU�SORXM�W£M�
,QGLN£M. 1HO� OLEUR� ;,,� GHOOD� 1DWXUDOLV� KLVWRULD� 3OLQLR� VSHQGH� TXDOFKH� SDUROD�
VXOOD� YHJHWD]LRQH� GHOO¶LVROD� H� D� SURSRVLWR� GL� XQ� DOEHUR� VLPLOH� DO� ILFR�� DIIHUPD��0DJQLWXGR� VLQJXOLV�
DUERULEXV� ILFL�� IORV� VXDYLWDWH� LQHQDUUDELOL�� SRPXP� OXSLQR� VLPLOH� �;,,� ������ PRVWUDQGR� XQD� QHWWD�
VRPLJOLDQ]D�FRQ�TXDQWR�DVVHULWR�GD�7+(23+5� +LVW��SODQW��,9�������
3�QWD�G��WDÂWD�PHJ|TK�P�Q�~FHLQ��OgND�VXN£��W·�G���QTRM�ºSHUE�OORQ�W¯�H»ZGgY��NDUS·Q�G��
�EUZWRQ��µPRLRQ�W¯�¶\HL�WÛ�T|UP-.

/R� VWHVVR� GLVFRUVR� YDOH� DQFKH� SHU� XQD�SLDQWD� DIILQH� DO� FRWRQH��� LGHQWLILFDWD� FRQ� LO�*RVV\SLXP�
DUERUHP��3/,1� 1DW��KLVW��;,,�����+LV�IROLD�LQIHFXQGD��TXDH�QL�PLQRUD�HVVHQW��YLWLXP�SRWHUDQW�YLGHUL�
7+(23+5� +LVW��SODQW��,9�������
7DÂWD�G��I¼OORQ�P�Q�~FHLQ�SDU´PRLRQ�W¯��PSH�O-�SO Q�PLNU´Q��NDUS·Q�G��R»G|QD�I|UHLQ��{Q�
Ü G��W·�~ULRQ���OgNRQ�P£ORQ�{DULQ´Q��VXPPHPXN´M), SHU� OD� 'HORQL[� HODWD� XQD� VSHFLH� GL� YLROHWWD�
ELDQFD� �3/,1� 1DW�� KLVW�� ;,,� ���� ,Q� 7\OLV� DXWHP� HW� DOLD� DUERU� IORUHW� DOEDH� YLRODH� VSHFLH�� VHG�
PDJQLWXGLQH�TXDGUXSOLFL��VLQH�RGRUH��TXRG�PLUHPXU�LQ�HR�WUDFWX� 7+(23+5� +LVW��SODQW��,9�������
(oQDL�G��NDj��OOD�G|QGUD�W·��QTRM�~FRQWD�µPRLRQ�WÛ�OHXNRq-��SO Q��RGPRQ�NDj�WÛ�PHJ|THL�W
HWUDSO�VLRQ�WÐQ�iZQ), H SHU� XQ� ILRUH� GDL� QXPHURVL� SHWDOL� FRPH� OD� URVD�� IRUVH� OD� %UXJXLHUD�
J\PQRUUKL]D��3/,1� 1DW��KLVW��;,,�����(VW�HW�DOLD�VLPLOLV��IROLRVLRU�WDPHQ�URVHLTXH�IORULV��TXHP�QRFWX�
FRQSULPHQV� DSHULUH� LQFLSLW� VROLV� H[RUWX�� PHULGLH� H[SDQGLW�� LQFRODH� GRUPLUH� HXP� GLFXQW� 7+(23+5�
+LVW��SODQW��,9�������
.Dj�}WHURQ�G|�WL�G|QGURQ�SRO¼IXOORQ�ËVSHU�W·��´GRQ�WRÂWR�G��W Q�P�Q�Q¼NWD�VXPP¼HLQ���PD�
G��WÛ��Og-��QL´QWL�GLRgJQXVTDL��PHVKPEUgDM�G��WHO|ZM�GLHSW¼FTDL��S�OLQ�G��W£M�GHgOKM�VXQ�J
HVTDL�NDW��PLNU·Q�NDj�W Q�Q¼NWD�VXPP¼HLQ��O|JHLQ�G��NDj�WR¿M�{JFZUgRXM�µWL�NDTH¼GHL)41.

3HUILQR�OH�ULVSHWWLYH�FRQFOXVLRQL��FRQ�XQD�UDSLGD�FDUUHOODWD�GHOOD�IORUD�GL�7LOR��VRQR�TXDVL�XJXDOL�
�3/,1� 1DW�� KLVW�� ;,,� ����)HUW� HDGHP� LQVXOD� HW� SDOPDV� ROHDVTXH� DF� YLWHV� HW� FXP� UHOLTXR� SRPRUXP�
JHQHUH�ILFRV� 7+(23+5� +LVW��SODQW��,9�������
*gQHVTDL�G��NDj�IRgQLNDM�{Q�W¯�Q�V-�NDj��PS|ORXM�NDj�W���OOD��NU´GUXD�NDj�VXN�M�Dk�R»�
IXOORUURRÂVLQ). 

8Q� DOWUR� SDVVR� SOLQLDQR��� ��1DW�� KLVW�� ;9,� �����$OH[DQGUL�0DJQL� FRPLWHV� SURGLGHUXQW� LQ� 7\OR�
5XEUL�PDULV�LQVXOD�DUERUHV�HVVH��H[�TXLEXV�QDYHV�ILHUHQW��TXDH�GXFHQWLV�DQQLV�GXUDQWHV�LQYHQWDV��HWVL�
PHUJHUHQWXU�� LQFRUUXSWDV�� ,Q� HDGHP� HVVH� IUXWLFHP� EDFXOLV� WDQWXP� LGRQHDH� FUDVVLWXGLQLV�� YDULXP�
WLJULXP�PDFXOLV��SRQGHURVXP�HW��FXP�LQ�VSLVVLRUD�GHFLGDW��YLWUL�PRGR�IUDJLOHP�����q�SUHVVRFKp�LGHQWLFR�
D XQR� GL� 7HRIUDVWR� GHULYDWR� GD� $QGURVWHQH� LQ�+LVW�� SODQW�� 9� ��� ���� 3OLQLR�� PHQ]LRQDQGR� GL� QXRYR 

38 Sulle varietà orientali della ficus cfr. S.M. GUPTA, Plant, Myths and Tradition in India, Leiden 1971, New delhi 
19912, pp. 43-50. 
39 Edizione di riferimento L. IAN - C. MAYHOFF (edd.), C. Plini Secundi Naturalis historia, II, Stuttgart 1986. 
40 Proprio l’abbondanza di questo vegetale su Tilo ha fatto supporre a O. STEIN, Tylos 2), RE, VIIa, 2-I, coll. 1732-
1733, che il nome dell’isola derivasse dal sanscrito túlam (‘‘cotone’’); non mi pare tuttavia che ci sia un buon 
motivo per cui un’isola prossima alla costa arabica debbe avere un nome derivato dall’antico indiano. Alla luce 
della vicinanza all’impero persiano, ritengo più probabile un etimo dall’avestico túlan (‘‘cotone’’), corradicale del 
túlam sanscrito. Cfr. M. MAYRHOFER, Kurzgefaßtes etymologisches Wörterbuch des Altindischen, I, Heidelberg 
1953, p. 520. 
41 Le identificazioni delle tre piante sono quelle di S. AMIGUE (ed.), Théophraste, II, ad loc.; per altre proposte cfr. 
H. BRETZL, Die botanish Forschungen des Alexanderzuges, Leipzig 1903, pp. 120-130. 
42 Non si conosce la fonte, ma potrebbe essere Teofrasto menzionato nell’indice del libro XVI. 
43 L. IAN - C. MAYHOFF (edd.), C. Plini Secundi Naturalis historia, III, Stuttgart 1967. 
44�
(Q�7XO-�G��W¯�Q�V-�W¯�SHUj�W Q�
$UDEgDQ�HoQDg�Wg�IDVL�[¼ORQ�{[�RÃ�W��SORmD�QDXSKJRÂQWDL��WRÂWR�G�
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*LXED� LQ�9,������ ULFRUGD� LQILQH� O¶LVROD� GL�7LOR� FRPH�SOXULPLV�PDUJDULWLV� FHOHEHUULPD� �1DW�� KLVW��9,�
�������H��VHEEHQH��TXHVWD�DIIHUPD]LRQH�QRQ�QH�ULFKLDPL�QHVVXQD�VSHFLILFDPHQWH�GL�$QGURVWHQH��QRQ�VL�
SXz�GLPHQWLFDUH�O¶H[FXUVXV�GL�$7+� 'HLSQ��,,,����E�F�VXOOH�SHUOH�WUDWWR�GDO 3DU�SORXM�W£M�
,QGLN£M di 
$QGURVWHQH46.

3HU�TXDQWR�FRQFHUQH� OH� IRQWL��PHQWUH�7HRIUDVWR�FLWD�GLUHWWDPHQWH�$QGURVWHQH��3OLQLR� VL� VHUYH�GL�
*LXED���HVSOLFLWDPHQWH�PHQ]LRQDWR�LQ�1DW��KLVW��;,,����H�LQ�9,�������R�GHOOR�VWHVVR�7HRIUDVWR��DOPHQR�
SHU�;9,������GRYH�7HRIUDVWR�QRQ�q�LQGLFDWR�QHO�WHVWR�PD�QHOO¶LQGLFH�GHO�OLEUR��� ,Q�DOFXQL�FDVL�SHUz�L�
SDVVL� SOLQLDQL� WUDWWL� GD� *LXED� H� L� IUDPPHQWL� GL� $QGURVWHQH� ULSRUWDWL� GD� 7HRIUDVWR� QRQ� FRLQFLGRQR�
SHUIHWWDPHQWH� �XQ� HVHPSLR� SHU� WXWWL�� QHO� UDSLGR� HOHQFR� GHOOD� IORUD� GL� 7LOR� 3/,1� 1DW�� KLVW�� ;,,� ���
PHQ]LRQD�DQFKH�JOL�XOLYL�GL� FXL� LQYHFH�QRQ�SDUOD�7+(23+5� +LVW��SODQW�� ,9�������� LO� FKH�SHUPHWWH�GL�
VXSSRUUH�FKH�*LXED�QRQ�DEELD�OHWWR�7HRIUDVWR��PD�GLUHWWDPHQWH�OD�VXD�IRQWH�$QGURVWHQH���

,Q�VRVWDQ]D��IUD�JOL�DXWRUL�D�QRL�SHUYHQXWL��VROR�7HRIUDVWR��FRQWHPSRUDQHR�GL�$OHVVDQGUR��KD�OHWWR 
HIIHWWLYDPHQWH�LO 3DU�SORXM�W£M�
,QGLN£M GL�$QGURVWHQH��LO�FKH�FL�SHUPHWWH�XQ�WHQWDWLYR�GL�GDWD]LRQH�
GHOO¶RSHUD�� VFULWWD� FHUWDPHQWH� GRSR� LO� �������� D�&��� GDWD� GHOOD� VSHGL]LRQH� DUDELFD� JXLGDWD� GD�
$QGURVWHQH�� H� SULPD� GHO� �������� D�&��� SUREDELOH� GDWD� GL� PRUWH� GL� 7HRIUDVWR��� 3RLFKp� TXHVW¶XOWLPR�
LQL]LD� OD�VXD� WUDWWD]LRQH�VXOOH�SLDQWH�QHO�GHFHQQLR�FRPSUHVR�IUD� LO�����H� LO�����D�&��H� OD�SRUWD�DYDQWL�
OXQJR� LO� FRUVR� GL� WXWWD� OD� VXD� YLWD� q� LPSRVVLELOH� IRUQLUH� XQ� WHUPLQXV� DQWH� TXHP� SL�� SUHFLVR�� PD� VL�
SRWUHEEH� LQGLFDUH� FRPH� SUREDELOH� SHULRGR� GL� SXEEOLFD]LRQH� GHO 3DU�SORXM�W£M�
,QGLN£M O¶XOWLPR�
YHQWHQQLR�GHO�,9�VHF��D�&��

$OOD� OXFH�GHOOD�VFDUVLWj�GHL�IUDPPHQWL�QRWL�� OD�VWUXWWXUD�GHO� WHVWR�ULVXOWD�DOWUHWWDQWR�RVFXUD��PD�VL�
SXz�LSRWL]]DUH��FRPH�KR�JLj�GHWWR��XQ¶RSHUD�XQLWDULD�FKH�WUDWWDVVH�GHOOD�QDYLJD]LRQH�GDOO¶,QGLD�DOOH�IRFL�
GHOO¶(XIUDWH� H� GD� TXL� YHUVR� O¶$UDELD�� FRQ� XQD� SDUWLFRODUH� DWWHQ]LRQH� DOOH� SLRJJH�� DOOH� WHFQLFKH�
G¶LUULJD]LRQH� GHL� FDPSL�� DOOD� IORUD� H� DL� PROOXVFKL� PDULQL�� ,O� PHWRGR� GL� $QGURVWHQH�� SHU� TXDQWR� FL� q�
SRVVLELOH� VDSHUH�� VL� IRQGDYD� VXOO¶RVVHUYD]LRQH� DXWRSWLFD� GHL� IHQRPHQL� GHVFULWWL�� LO� FKH� SHUPHWWH� GL�
GDWDUH�FRQ�SUHFLVLRQH�LO�VXR�DUULYR�DOO¶LVROD�GL�7LOR�QHO�QRYHPEUH�GHO�����D�&���PHVH�LQ�FXL�OH�SLRJJH�
FRPLQFLDQR�D�IDUVL�DEERQGDQWL��7+(23+5� 'H�FDXV��SODQW��,,������H�+LVW��SODQW��,,,�������H�QHOOR�VWHVVR�

{Q�P�Q�W¯�TDO�WW9�VFHG·Q��VKSWRQ�HoQDL��GLDP|QHL�J�U�~WK�SOHgZ�¢�GLDN´VLD�NDWDEXTL]´PHQRQ��{�Q�G��
~[Z��FU´QLRQ�P|Q��T�WWRQ�G��V�SHWDL��4DXPDVW·Q�G��NDj�}WHURQ�O|JRXVLQ��R»G�Q�G��SU·M�W Q�V£\LQ��(oQD
L J�U�WL�G|QGURQ�{[�RÃ�W�M�EDNWKUgDM�W|PQHVTDL��NDj�JgQHVTDL�NDO�M�VI´GUD��SRLNLOgDQ�G|�WLQD�{FR¼VD
M ²PRgDQ�WÛ�WRÂ�WgJULRM�G|UPDWL��EDU¿�G��VIgGUD�W·�[¼ORQ�WRÂWR��µWDQ�G|�WLM��g\9�SU·M�VWHUHÊWHURQ�W´S
RQ��NDW�JQXVTDL�NDT�SHU�W��NHU�PLD. S. AMIGUE (ed.), Théophraste. Recherches sur les plantes, III, Paris 
1993.

45 L. IAN - C. MAYHOFF (edd.), C. Plini Secundi Naturalis historia, I, Stuttgart - Leipzig 1996. 
46 Non vedo nessuna ragione, invece, per assegnare ad Androstene il passo di PLIN. Nat. hist. IX 115 (la cui fonte 
diretta ed esplicitamente nominata è Giuba), che non ha nulla in comune con gli altri frammenti dello scrittore di 
Taso. Tale attribuzione è accolta da F. SUSEMIHL, Geschichte der Griechischen Literatur in der Alexandrinerzeit,
I, Leipzig 1891, pp. 653-654. 
47 Dove oltretutto non compare Giuba, presenta invece nell’indice dei libri VI e XII. 
48 Vissuto fra il 50 a.C. e il 23 d.C. e autore di 
$UDELN��e di /XELN�, Giuba sviluppò un notevole interesse per 
l’etnografia e per i peripli, sicché fra le sue fonti possiamo annoverare Berosso, Onesicrito e gli scrittori 
cartaginesi. F. JACOBY, Die Fragmente der griechischen Historiker, F 275, Leiden 1943, pp. 317-322; J. 
FÜNDLING, Iuba (
,ÔEDM, 
,R¼EDM, 
,ÔED), «Der neue Pauly», V, Stuttgart - Weimar 1998, pp. 1185-1186.  
49 S. AMIGUE (ed.), Théophraste. Recherches sur les plantes, I, Paris 1988, xviii-xx. Sulle fonti della vita e delle 
opere di Teofrasto vedi anche i volumi di W.W. FORTENBAUGH - P.M. HUBY - R.W. SHARPLES - D. GUTAS,
Theophrastus of Eresus. Sources for his Life, Writings, Thought and Influence, 2 voll., Leiden - New York - Köln 
1992.
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WHPSR�q�DQFRUD�SRVVLELOH�YHGHUH�L�IUXWWL�PDWXUL�GHO�*RVV\SLXP�DUERUHXP��7+(23+5� +LVW��SODQW��,9��� 
� H 3/,1� +LVW�� QDW�� ;,,� ��������� ,QILQH� VH�� FRPH� VHPEUD�� *LXED� VL� VHUYu� GLUHWWDPHQWH� GHO 
3DU�SORXM�W£M�
,QGLN£M, FLz�VLJQLILFD�FKH�$QGURVWHQH�YHQLYD�DQFRUD�OHWWR�LQ�HWj�DXJXVWHD��WXWWDYLD�OD�
VXD�IRUWXQD�HUD�RUPDL�DO�WUDPRQWR�SHUFKp�QHOOR�VWHVVR�WHPSR�6WUDERQH�VL�DFFRQWHQWD�GL�FLWDUOR�PHGLDWR�
GD�(UDWRVWHQH��PHQWUH�3OLQLR�QRQ�ULSRUWD�PDL�LO�VXR�QRPH�QRQ�VROR�QHO�WHVWR��PD�QHSSXUH�QHJOL�LQGLFL��

 

6,17(6,�
, SRFKL� IUDPPHQWL� SHUYHQXWLFL� GHJOL� VFULWWL� GL� $QGURVWHQH� GL� 7DVR� VRQR� GD� ULFRQGXUUH�� D� PLR�

DYYLVR��DOO¶XQLFD�RSHUD�GL�FXL�q�QRWR� LO� WLWROR��YDOH�D�GLUH� LO�3DU�SORXM�W£M�
,QGLN£M. 6H�GD�XQ�ODWR��
LQIDWWL�� DOFXQL� GL� TXHVWL� IUDPPHQWL� VL� ULIHULVFRQR� DOOD� FRVWD� DUDELFD�� q� SXU� YHUR� FKH� DQFKH� OR� VWHVVR�
1HDUFR�VL�RFFXSz�VROR�PDUJLQDOPHQWH�GHOOD�SHQLVROD� LQGLDQD��GHVFULYHQGR�VRSUDWWXWWR� OD�QDYLJD]LRQH�
OXQJR�OD�&DUPDQLD�H�OD�3HUVLD�ILQR�DOOH�IRFL�GHO�7LJUL�H�GHOO¶(XIUDWH��7ULHUDUFD�GHOOD�IORWWD�GL�1HDUFR��
$QGURVWHQH�GHFLVH�� DO� ULWRUQR� LQ�*UHFLD��GL�SXEEOLFDUH�XQ¶RSHUD� VXO�YLDJJLR�DSSHQD�FRQFOXVR��GDQGR�
DPSLR�VSD]LR�DOOH�RVVHUYD]LRQL�FLUFD�OD�IORUD�H�OD�IDXQD�ORFDOH��3HU�TXHVWR�VFHOVH�LO�JHQHUH�OHWWHUDULR�GHO�
SHULSOR� FKH�� LQ� TXHL� WHPSL�� FRQRVFHYD� XQD� ULQQRYDWD� IRUWXQD� SURSULR� JUD]LH� DOOH� QXRYH� VFRSHUWH�
JHRJUDILFKH� DYYHQXWH�GXUDQWH� OD� FDPSDJQD�GL�$OHVVDQGUR� LQ�2ULHQWH��/D�GDWD�GL� SXEEOLFD]LRQH� q�GD�
FROORFDUH�QHOO¶XOWLPR�YHQWHQQLR�GHO�,9�VHF��D�&��R�TXDOFKH�DQQR�SL��WDUGL��FLRq�GRSR�LO����������GDWD�
GHOOD�VSHGL]LRQH�DUDELFD�GL�$QGURVWHQH��H�SULPD�GHO����������SUREDELOH�GDWD�GL�PRUWH�GL�7HRIUDVWR�FKH�
VL�VHUYu�GHOOR�VFULWWR�GL�$QGURVWHQH�SHU�OD�VXD�WUDWWD]LRQH�VXOOH�SLDQWH��RSHUD�FKH�O¶DXWRUH�FRPLQFLD�IUD�LO�
����H�LO�����D�&��H�WLHQH�DJJLRUQDWD�ILQR�DO�PRPHQWR�GHOOD�VXD�PRUWH��2OWUH�DL�IUDPPHQWL�FLWDWL�GDOOR�
-DFRE\� �)*U+LVW�� ����� VL� SRVVRQR� SHUz� DJJLXQJHUH� GHL� SDVVL� GL� 3OLQLR� LO� 9HFFKLR�� LQ� FXL�� D� PLR�
JLXGL]LR��O¶DXWRUH�GHOOD�1DWXUDOLV�KLVWRULD�VL�q�VHUYLWR��VLD�SXUH�LQGLUHWWDPHQWH��3OLQLR�FLWD�*LXED�LQ�;,,�
�����GL�$QGURVWHQH�GL�7DVR��(VVL�SUHVHQWDQR�LQIDWWL�GHOOH�QRWL]LH�GHO� WXWWR�VLPLOL�D�TXHOOH�ULSRUWDWH�GD 
7HRIUDVWR�� ODGGRYH�PHQ]LRQD�LO�3DU�SORXM�W£M�
,QGLN£M GL�$QGURVWHQH��,O�IDWWR�FKH�*LXED�OHJJHVVH�
GLUHWWDPHQWH�$QGURVWHQH�GLPRVWUD�� LQILQH��FKH�ILQR�DOO¶HSRFD�GL�$XJXVWR�LO 3DU�SORXM�W£M�
,QGLN£M 
HUD�DQFRUD�OHWWR��EHQFKp�OD�VXD�IRUWXQD�IRVVH�RUPDL�DO�WUDPRQWR�GDWR�FKH�QHOOR�VWHVVR�WHPSR�6WUDERQH�VL�
DFFRQWHQWD�GL�FLWDUOR�PHGLDWR�GD�(UDWRVWHQH��PHQWUH�3OLQLR�QRQ�ULSRUWD�PDL� LO�VXR�QRPH�QRQ�VROR�QHO�
WHVWR��PD�QHSSXUH�QHJOL�LQGLFL��

 

50 H. BRETZL, Die botanischen Forschungen, p. 143. Tengo a ringraziare il prof. Giuseppe Aricò e la prof. Marta 
Sordi per i loro preziosi consigli. 


